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Charter Day: February 7, 2018  

 Last year, we thought it’d be appropriate (and fun) to start recognizing 
the day of our Town’s founding - February 7, 1835.  Our first Charter Day 
Celebration was a big success, so we’re continuing this new tradition with 
an evening of fun events at Generations Park that will include the 
following: 

 Beginning at 6:30 p.m., a variety of desserts, coffee, and hot chocolate 
will be available at Generations Park; 

 A trivia contest (with prizes!), featuring questions about Bridgewater’s 
past and present; 

 At 7 pm, Maeko Sotomil will perform an ice skating exhibition;  and  

 At 7:17 pm, a spectacular fireworks show will be launched from behind 
the Bridgewater Community Center. 

 Of course, people will be able to ice skate throughout the evening, or 
enjoy a seat at one of our four new fire tables.  Join us as we celebrate 
Bridgewater’s 183rd birthday! 

BRITE Offers Regional Bus Service to Bridgewater 

 Did you know that Bridgewater is part of a regional bus network?  It’s called BRITE and is operated by the 
Central Shenandoah Valley Planning District Commission.  There are two BRITE bus stops located in 
Bridgewater: 

 Dinkel Avenue, just east of North Liberty 
Street across from Blue Ridge Christian School. 

 Bridgewater College, at the parking lot near 
Dillon Hall on Dinkel Avenue. 

Riding the bus from Bridgewater can get you to 
Harrisonburg, Staunton, Waynesboro, and Blue Ridge 
Community College.  In 2018, service may also be offered 
connecting the Valley to Charlottesville.  Travel times and 
costs vary depending on your travel route.   

For more information about routes, rates, and service 
maps, please visit their website at britebus.org or call (540) 
943-9302.     

 
One of two BRITE stops in Bridgewater 
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Traffic Safety Improvements 

 Throughout the course of the year, we receive 
citizen comments about improving pedestrian safety and 
alerts about potentially 
unsafe intersections.  We 
take every citizen 
comment very seriously 
and evaluate the merits 
of each suggestion.  
Town staff, public 
works, and the police 
department each share 
their input and evaluate 
what might work best to 
make an area safer.      

 Some problems can 
be addressed easier than 
others.  When we get 
reports of speeding 
along certain streets, our 
police department can 
address the problem 
with additional patrols in the area, or using our radar 
speed sign.  In areas where speeding is a greater, 
continuous issue, we’ve installed permanent radar signs 
(like the one shown above along Dinkel Avenue through 
Bridgewater College or a similar sign on Cannery Woods 
Drive.) 

 Another issue involves 
traffic coming to a 
complete at stop signs.  
Lately, we’ve installed a 
few flashing red LED 
lights atop of existing stop 
signs.  The one 
photographed to the right 
was installed at the 
intersection of Grove and 
Green Street.  Four others 
were recently installed at 
the intersections of Broad 
Street with First and 
Second Street.  So far these 
blinking red lights seem to 
be helpful, so we will 
continue to evaluate other intersections for these lights.   

 As we enter 2018, we will continue to look at new 
solutions and technologies to help make our streets and 
pedestrian walkways even safer.    

Ice Skating Academy  

Ice skating lessons continue at Generations 
Park!  Terri McIntyre will be leading different 
skating sessions and camps throughout the ice 
skating season in 2018.  

For more information about 
times and costs, please contact 
Terri McIntyre at 405-2063, by     
e-mail at 555tmc@gmail.com or 
search for “Generations Park Ice 
Academy” on Facebook to register 
today.     

Winter Weather Tips 
 

 The winter season can bring frigid temperatures 
and icy precipitation into our region.  Some of our 
coldest and snowiest days are in January and 
February, so here are some tips to keep in mind. 
 

 Look for signs of water line breaks.  As 
temperatures plunge below freezing, ground 
shifts create stress that can result in line 
ruptures.  If you notice a puddle of water 
along the road in an unusual spot, or even 
water bubbling above the ground, these can 
be signs of a water line break.  For water line 
breaks please call B-Connected at 908-4212 
during business hours, or call the police 
dispatch line at 434-4436 during the evening 
or on weekends.   

 

 Keep vehicles off the road when snow is 
anticipated.  Our crews do a great job keeping 
the roads clear, but it’s very hard to do when 
vehicles are parked along the street.  Please 
move your vehicles off the street if a 
significant snow event is anticipated. 
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Private Ice Skating Parties  
 Have your special gathering at the coolest place 
in Town - Generations Park!  Spaces are still 
available for private parties on Saturdays through 
March 3.   

 Three time slots are available each Saturday:   

 8:00-9:00 a.m. ($100) 

 9:00-10:30 a.m. ($175) 

 10:30-12:00 p.m. ($175) 

 Rental fees include a private skating session and 
rental skates for guests.  Parties over 45 guests will 

be charged an additional $25.   

To schedule a party, go to Community Pass  

at bridgewater.town. 

Y:Jay’s Column About Policy 

Development & Construction Manual 

 We have spent months working on a book 
entitled, “Town of Bridgewater Development and 
Construction Manual.”  Believe it or not, that title is 
sexier than the content of the book.  It covers 
everything from the “maximum allowable leakage 
rate for sewer manholes” to the preferred amount of 
organic material in topsoil.  So the book probably 
isn’t destined to be a best seller, and I doubt that I 
am the only person to have fallen asleep reading it. 

 Nevertheless, it is vitally important.  When 
developers undertake projects in Town, they often 
have to work with our infrastructure.  Perhaps, for 
example, they will be constructing a new water line or 
adding a turning lane to a street.  If they do their 
work incorrectly, the Town will be fixing problems 
for years, if not decades.  Thus we require water 
mains to be constructed of Class 52 ductile iron to 
guard against future breakage. 

 In part, then, the manual is designed to require 
that developers use quality materials and 
workmanship.  Should they fail to do so, they 
essentially ask the taxpayers to subsidize their 
development.  

 Even more importantly, however, the manual is 
designed to be a measure in good government.  In 
the past, we have been accused of flying by the seat 
of our pants and creating differing standards 
arbitrarily.  Using written standards ensures that we 
won’t be haphazard, and we have also taken care to 
ensure that our standards are reasonable.  We sent 
draft copies to developers, engineers, and 
government officials, and we asked for comments.  
Several people were kind enough to offer 
suggestions, and we implemented quite a few of 
them.  Our hope is that, collectively, we have been 
able to develop a reasonable set of standards that will 
apply well into the future.  Or at least until Version 
2.0 comes out. 

2018 Skating Schedule 

Date  Hours                             Rates:  

Monday   5:00 pm-9:00 pm  $4.00  

Tuesday   3:00 pm-9:00 pm       

Wednesday   5:00 pm-9:00 pm 

Thursday   3:00 pm-9:00 pm 

Friday   3:00 pm-10:00 pm  $5.00 

Saturday   12:00 pm-10:00 pm 

Sunday   12:00 pm-9:00 pm 
 

Skate rental is $3.00 for non-residents. 
 

Skating & skate rental is FREE for Town 
residents (Please show your B-Rec card or come 
by the office to obtain your FREE B-Rec card.) 

 

Follow Generations Park on Facebook  

for upcoming events and scheduling 
announcements. 

 

Our phone number at Gen Park is 908-3799. 

“We have spent months working on a 
book entitled, „Town of Bridgewater 

Development and Construction Manual.‟  
Believe it or not, that title is sexier than the 

content of the book.” 



 

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call 908-4212. 

Submit an Event 

If you’d like to submit an “Event Around Town,” please         
e-mail your event to events@bridgewater.town no later 
than the 15th of the month. 

Town of Bridgewater 
Post Office Box 72 
Bridgewater, Virginia  22812 
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January Events Around Town 
 

Bridgewater Rotary Club - Dinner/meeting 6:00 PM 
Tuesdays at Maple Terrace, Bridgewater Retirement 
Community.  
 

Take Off Pounds Sensibly (T.O.P.S.) - Bridgewater 
Presbyterian Church - Tuesdays  4:30 - 5:30 PM.  For 
info, call Vickie Bland at 478-3394. 
 

Bridgewater Historical Museum - 109 S. Main St.   
The Museum will be closed the month of January 2018 
and will reopen in February. Visit their website at 
bridgewatervahistmuseum.org or call 237-4017. 
 

January 2 - Open Door Meeting with a Staff Member 
for Congressman Bob Goodlatte - 11:30 AM  (First 
Tuesday of every month.)  For more info call 885-3861. 
 

January 8 - Bridgewater Ruritan Club - 6:30 PM  -  
Meeting at Bridgewater United Methodist Church Fellowship 
Hall. 
 

January 8 - Bridgewater Family & Community 
Educators - 7 PM - For more info, call Betsy Glendye at 
820-6971.  (Second Monday of every month). 
 

January 16 - Parkinson’s Support Group - 2 PM (Third 
Tuesday of every month).  Bridgewater Retirement 
Community, 210 Virginia Avenue, Houff Community 
Center, Smith Room. 
 

Municipal Calendar 
 

January 9 Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 
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January 17 - V.F.W. Post 8644 - 7:30 PM  Meeting at 
the Post home on Dry River Road. (Third Wed. of every 
month.) Contact cdrpost8644@va.vswwebmail.com for 
more info.  
 
 
 
There are no changes in the trash collection 
schedule during the holidays.  Christmas Tree 
pickup will be from January 4 - 12, 2018. 
 
Looking ahead … 
 February 7 - Charter Day at Gen Park - 6:30 PM 
 March 31 - Par 3 & Mini-Golf Reopen 

Commemorative Bricks at Generations Park 

Memorialize a special event or remember a loved one with a custom engraved brick  
at Generations Park.  For more info visit bridgewater.town.   


